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Continuation of Box No: II 

The international application does not comply with the requirements of unity of invention because it does not relate to 
one invention or to a group of inventions so linked as to form a single general inventive concept. In coming to this 
conclusion the International Searching Authority has found that there are three (3) different inventions as follows: 

1 . Claims 1-26 are directed to "a implantable electrode array for insertion'' including the following features: 

(i) an elongate carrier having a proximal end and a distal end, 

(ii) a plurality of electrodes supported by the carrier, 

(iii) a stabilising or anchoring means extending outwardly from the elongate carrier, and 

(iv) the collar means having an abutment surface to abut at least a portion of the surface of the cochlea and 
prevent movement of the carrier following insertion of the array into the cochlea. 

It is considered that "stabilising collar means having an abutment surface to prevent movement of the 
carrier following insertion of the array into the cocldea" comprises a first "special technical feature". 

2. Claims 27-32 are directed to "an implantable component of a cochlear implant system" including the 
following features. 

(i) a housing for a stimulator unit, 

(ii) a first elongate electrode assembly, 

(iii) a second elongate electrode assembly, and 

(iv) wherein only one of the first and second electrode assemblies in insertable into cochlea at any particular 



It is considered that "only one of the first and the second electrode assemblies is insertable onto the cochlea 
at any particular time" comprises a second "special technical feature". 

3. Claims 33-35. are directed to "a method of operating a cochlear implant system" including the following 
features: 

(i) a housing for a stimulator unit, 

(ii) an elongate electrode assembly, 

(iii) the assembly having a proximal end and a distal end and comprising of a plurality of electrodes, 

(iv) one or more of the electrodes closer to the proximal end being adapted to provide stimulation to the 
basilar region of the cochlea, 

(v) one and more of the electrodes relatively closer to the distal end being adapted to provide stimulation to a 
location beyond the first basal turn of the cochlea, and 

(vi) when recipient is unable to hear relatively high frequency sounds only activating those one or more 
electrodes adapted to provide stimulation to the basilar region of the cochlea. 

It is considered that "one or more of the electrodes closer to the proximal end being adapted to provide 
stimulation to the basilar region of the cochlea and one and more of the electrodes relatively closer to the 
distal end being adapted to provide stimulation to a location beyond the first basal turn of the cochlea and 
activating those one or more electrodes" comprises a third "special technical feature* 1 . 

Since the above mentioned groups of claims do not share any of the technical features identified, a "technical 
relationship" between the inventions, as defined in PCT rule 13.2 does not exist. Accordingly the 
international application does not relate to one invention or to a single inventive concept, a priori. 
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